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GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMMING 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM 
The Glendale-River Hills School District Gifted and Talented program is based on the 
Wisconsin’s framework for gifted and talented education and the guiding principles of 
the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC). 

The intent of this Administrative Rule is to define the means by which the Glendale-
River Hills School District identifies gifted and talented students, and once identified, 
provides access to and documents of a set of systematic and continuous instructional 
activities appropriate to the developmental needs of identified children. As required by 
state statute, a district-designated Gifted and Talented Coordinator oversees the 
programming and evaluation of Gifted and Talented services. 

 
IDENTIFICATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS 
Areas of Giftedness. Students identified for Gifted and Talented services are not selected 
as a reward for either good performance or model behavior but because they have special 
needs. Therefore, the goal of the identification process is to apply comprehensive and 
unbiased procedures to find students who possess superior abilities and/or potential in 
one or more of the following state-identified areas of giftedness: 

• General Intellectual Ability: Demonstrated excellence in most academic 
areas. 

• Specific Academic Ability: Exceptional ability and performance in a single 
academic area. 

• Creativity: Exceptional ability to use divergent and unconventional thinking 
in arriving at creative and unusual ideas or solutions to problems. 

• Leadership: Exceptional ability to relate to and motivate others. 

• Artistic - Performing Arts: Ability to create or perform in music in a way 
that suggests exceptional talent. 

• Artistic – Visual Arts: Ability to paint, sculpt, photograph or arrange media 
in a way that suggests exceptional talent. 

See Exhibit A for a more detailed description of these areas. 

 
Levels of Giftedness. To identify the appropriate level of services required to meet 
students’ needs, the district also identifies the level of student giftedness within each area.  

Tier 1 students, the majority of gifted learners, are one to two years advanced and 
can generally have their needs met through the differentiated classroom.  
Tier 2 students are two to three years advanced. Depending on the area of 
giftedness, these students generally require additional curricular strategies, such 
as advanced coursework, cluster grouping per subject area, or 
workshop/competitions in the identified gifted and talented area.   
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Tier 3 students are more than three years advanced. Generally speaking, this represents a 
handful of students. These students often require an individualized educational program, 
such as single subject acceleration, grade level acceleration, or dual enrollment in 
courses.  
 
Identification Tools. To identify students, the Glendale-River Hills School District uses 
multiple, culturally-sensitive criteria appropriate to each category of giftedness. Three 
types of data are used in the process of identifying a student as gifted:  

1. Test data (e.g. State tests, district tests, ability tests, TOMAGS, ets.) 

2. Performance Data (e.g. grades, student work samples and recordings, grade 
level benchmark tests) 

3. Supporting Data: (e.g. Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scales, parent, teacher 
and student nomination forms and checklists, letters of recommendation)  

 

Nomination Forms and Parent/Guardian Inventory.  Parents/Guardians, teacher and 
students can nominate K5-grade 8 students for consideration. 
 
Click Here to download nomination form (B1). Complete and email 
(ann.schroeder@glendale.12.wi.us) to Ann Schroeder, GT Coordinator.  
 
Parents/guardians nominating a student must complete a PARENT/GUARDIAN 
INVENTORY as part of the screening process. Click Here to download the form. (B2). 
Complete and mail the form to Ann Schroeder, GT Coordinator. Only submit one 
inventory, regardless of the number of nominated areas. 
 
All nominated students will be screened for the area(s) indicated for consideration, with 
supporting documents brought to the GT Screening Committee for review. Note that if 
your child has been identified previously, you do not have to re-nominate him/her. 
 
 
PROGRAMMING OPTIONS  
The responsibility for the education of gifted learners is a shared one. Rather than any 
single gifted program, the Glendale-River Hills School District provides a continuum of 
programming services matched to the needs of gifted learners. Opportunities found at 
Tier 1 are commonly conducted in a classroom environment. Tier 2 focuses on more in-
depth and extensive learning experiences.  Tier 3 is intended for students whose learning 
needs require an individual plan.  These needs are so exceptional that both in- and out-of 
school resources are essential. 

Differentiation of Curriculum and Instruction  
The major focus of the K-8 gifted and talented program in the Glendale-River Hills 
School District is to infuse differentiated instructional strategies into the regular 
classroom curriculum so that all students can benefit.  

Differentiation for gifted students consists of carefully planned, coordinated learning 
experiences that extend beyond the core curriculum to meet the specific learning needs 
evidenced by the student. It combines the curricular strategies of enrichment and 
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acceleration and provides flexibility and diversity. Appropriate differentiation allows for 
increasing levels of advanced, abstract, and complex curriculum that are substantive and 
that respond to the learner's needs. The use of such differentiation is essential to 
maximize the educational experience of gifted and talented students.  

The Pyramid Model of programming shows how the district provides a continuum of 
services to identified students at Tiers I, II and III. Within each of these levels are options 
to meet students' needs. These enrichment and acceleration options are described below. 

See Exhibit C for the Pyramid Model 

 
Enrichment Opportunities 
Beyond the regular curriculum and throughout their experience in the Glendale-River 
Hills Schools, all students, including gifted and talented students, are offered the 
opportunity for involvement in a wide range of in- and out-of- school enrichment 
opportunities that highlight skills and talents in multiple domains. Students must prepare 
and qualify to participate in several of these co- and extra-curricular opportunities, 
including MathCounts, Forensics, Glendale Area Young Artists and Authors Conference, 
District Spelling Bee, District Geography Bee, Science Fair, Battle of the Books, Jazz 
Lab, Solo and Ensemble Competition, Youth Art Month displays, Art Club, Student 
Council, and Youth Activity Center Advisory. 

Tier 1 – Regular Classroom Differentiation  
When compared to their peers, Tier 1 students who are one to two years advanced can 
have their needs met through the differentiated classroom. Within the regular classroom, 
teachers may employ a number of strategies to address the learning needs of identified 
students. Depending upon the learning targets of particular units, these strategies include: 

Changes in content:  Modification of what is taught or studied 

Changes in process:  Modification of how content is studied, including pace and 
grouping 

Changes in product:  Modification of student assignments and learning tasks 
The following describe the most common ways teachers differentiate within the regular 
classroom: 

Pre-testing for mastery:  Assessment in which students demonstrate mastery of 
learning targets planned for instruction with the regular class in order to eliminate 
some work and allow students to move on to new material. 

Alternate assignments:  Assignments given to a particular student or small group 
instead of the assignment given to the rest of the class.  Designed to be more 
challenging or to capitalize on a student’s special interests or skills. Activities or 
assignments require the students to operate at the levels of analysis, synthesis, and 
evaluation. 

Cluster grouping:  Grouping of identified students together within a classroom 
or between classrooms in order to provide instruction or activities at an 
appropriate level in the students’ talent areas.  Groupings may be short term or 
long term. 

Open-ended projects: Projects which allow students choice and that require 
problem solving, higher level and/or creative thinking.  
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Tiered assignments:  Teachers challenge students with assignments matched to 
the readiness levels of the learners.  

Tier 2 – Special Group Programming Beyond the Regular Classroom  
Students who are two to three years advanced (Tier 2) on the pyramid often require 
additional curricular strategies in the identified gifted and talented area. With Tier 2 
students, teachers employ Tier 1 strategies, but at a higher level of difficulty or have 
students participate in online coursework independent study.  

Tier 3 – Individualized Services 

Students who are more than three years advanced (Tier 3) on the pyramid could require 
an individualized educational program, such as single subject acceleration, grade level 
acceleration, or dual enrollment in courses.  

Acceleration-grade:  Students are moved ahead one or more grade levels for their total 
program. 
Acceleration-subject:  Students move ahead one or more grade levels in a subject area but 
remain at the regular grade level for most of their program. 

Dual enrollment:  Students at any grade level are allowed to simultaneously take courses 
at the next school level. 
Early entrance:  An acceleration strategy in which a student enters elementary, middle, or 
high school earlier than the age usually prescribed. 

Online coursework independent study:  A programming option in which students 
complete an online course independently rather than by attending a class.  
Other services:  Any other services that provide for the specific needs of a gifted 
individual (e.g. mentorship, tutoring) 
 
COMMUNICATION OF SERVICES 
Tiers 1 & 2: Communication 
For students identified in Levels 1, parents and guardians will receive a letter outlining 
the student’s talent and the strategies that will be used in the classroom to meet the 
student's needs.   

A copy of the letter will be placed in the student's Gifted and Talented Portfolio and be 
provided to teachers at the start of each school year. 

Tier 3: Differentiated Education Plan  
For students who qualify at levels 2 and 3, parents/guardians will be invited to attend a 
conference with the Gifted and Talented Coordinator and principal. At that time, the team 
will develop a Differentiated Education Plan (DEP). The DEP will identify the student's 
area(s) of talent(s) and outline the goals and strategies to be used to meet the needs of the 
student. Click Here for DEP Form. The DEP will be placed in the student's Gifted and 
Talented Portfolio. 

The G&T Coordinator will meet with teachers at the start of each school year to review 
students’ DEPs. 
 
Adopted:  1-20-03 
Amended:  8-19-09, 4-13-16 


